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idea of change and transformation, that is the primary objective of
mystical guidance and nurture, to the mystical travelers (salek), and in
higher stages, offers teachings such as the existence of the macrocosm
within the microcosm, unity of being, and the cessation of oneself in
God, to the disciples as the ultimate goal of mystical training. The
aforementioned descriptions also contain instructions such as
movement, astonishment, knowledge, etc. The atom and its
characteristics have been used as the poet's materials for describing
the stations (manazel) of the road (suluk), and have paved the way for
facilitating the teaching of high mystical teachings, and in addition to
strengthening the poet's imagination, have prepared a suitable
opportunity for him to create symbols and allegories. Atom, in Attar's
poetry, is the mystical traveler's path as well as the symbol of the
microcosm.

Keywords: Attar, atom, macrocosm and microcosm, physics,
mysticism.



Biannual Journal of Mystical Literature / 11

A Mythological-Scientific Re-reading
of the Theory of Atomism in the
Mystical Poetry of Attar of Nishapur
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Abstract

Theory of atomism is resulted from the inquiries made by the
philosophers of ancient Greece as well as scholars such as Leucippus
and Democritus who developed it. In this paper, one of Attar's central
thoughts, that is thinking about the atoms and their secrets, has been
analyzed, and atom is compared with the theories of the ancient Greek
philosophers and scientists. Next, the philosophical-mystical idea of
the macrocosm within the microcosm is studied. Moreover, along with
presenting a re-reading of atom in Attar's poetry with regard to its
relation to the poet's mystical teachings, its evolution to the world of
science is also investigated. According to the results, in spite of his
renunciation of the Greek philosophy in his works, Attar has a lot in
common with them when it comes to atoms. At first glance, the
confrontation of the atom and the sun manifestly demonstrates the

"Doctoral Candidate, Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University, Roodehen
Branch, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author); St.l_gholampour@riau.ac.ir.

2 Professor Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University, Roodehen Branch;
tavoosi@riau.ac.ir.

3 Assistant Professor, Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University, Roodehen
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and Islamic Mysticism interpretations, the Mirror has accepted a
poetical function and has touched on the concept of “perfect man”.
The inner world of men is the Mirror-Work of God. After death, these
mirrors will be brought together to make up a full-length, God-
Reflecting Mirror.

Keywords: Symbol, Myth, Mysticism, the Mirror, Bundahishn,
Mersaad-al-Ibad.
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Reflection of “The Mirror” Symbol
in Myth & Mysticism in Bundahishn
and Mersad al-ebad

Zahra Ameri !
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Abstract

Being present for centuries, myths are our ancestors’ heritage that
continue to reverberate in man’s unconscious mind. They contain
symbols, frequently reflected in a variety of forms in literary and art
works of different eras.Using these symbols for depicting a panoramic
world will connect myths —which are often about supernatural
incidences- to mysticism —which illustrates the unseen. The Mirror is
one of these symbols which has been miscellaneously presented in
mythical and mystical texts.This paper aims at providing a
descriptive-analytic answer to this question: how is the Mirror symbol
reflected in Bundahishn and Mersaad-al-Ibad as two mythical and
mystical texts?In Bundahishn, one of the primal Zoroastrian religious
texts as well as Pahlavi interpretations of Avesta, the Mirror is
considered as one of the five parts of human body. The Mirror is the
part which returns to the Sun and will be bestowed back to the humans
by the Sun in the Resurrection Day to enable them to recognize
themselves.In Mersaad, also one of the most important Persian prose

"Doctoral Candidate, Persian Language and Literature in Alzahra University, Tehran-Iran,
(Corresponding Author); z.ameri@ student.alzahra.ac.ir.
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Cognition Barriers in Maulana’s Masnavi

Seyyed Hassan Tabatabaei'
Ali Ashrafi’
Iraj Shahbazi’®
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Abstract

This subject which has been neglected by many philosophers, is at the
core of Molana' s thought. He considers it imperative to pay attention
to the purification of nafs and the improvement of the self beside using
the science of logic and a correct research method in order to obtain
propositions which are in accordance with reality. Molana believes
that apart from all the dangers and harm that sins pose to the spiritual
and physical life of man, they also threaten his ability to see reality
and thus prevent him from reaching truth. This article aims to show
how sins such as greed, partiality, interest and the illusion of
perfection can cause man's faculty of understanding to err. Sins
undermine man's spiritual balance, his cognitive tools, his objectivity,
justice as well as the clarity of vision of his heart and his ability to
discover truth. These are some of the barriers which sins place on the
path to knowledge.

Keywords: Maulawi, Masnavi, sin, epistemology, cognition.
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Safar-nama-ye Riih, we propose the possibility of using this work at
composing Telesm-e Hayrat by Bidel. Then we explore the structure
and elements of these works and compare the scale of their
familiarities. Findings show that Mathnavi Telesm-e Hayrat is the
versified translation of Safar-nama-ye Rih or perhaps the main
source.

Keywords: Bidel Dehlavi, Mulla-Mohammad Fuzuli-Baghdadi,
Telesm-e Hayrat, Safar-nama-ye Rith , Symbolic AIEGORY.
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Telesm-e Hayrat by Bidel and Safar-nama-ye
Rih by Fuzuli: A Comparative Study

Rafaat-Sadat Saafi'
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Abstract

Mulla-Mohammad Fuzuli-Baghdadi (890-963AH) has poetry and
prose literature works in three Persian, Arabic, and Turkish languages.
One of his works in Persian prose is “Safar-nama-ye Ruh” which is
popular as “Hosn o Eshgh” and “Sehhat o Maraz”. This work is a
story of entering the spirit into the body, and its conjoining with
temperament and its journey at body territory.Bidel Dehlavi, the great
poet of Indian style (sabk-e hendi), (1054-1133 AH) also in his
Mathnawi, “Telesm-e Hayrat”, after preliminary God worship and
stating the origin of creation and expressing inability against God and
praising the messenger of Islam, tells a story of spirit king who comes
to the physical world excursion from the spiritual world and enters
into the body and goes through some stages in this settlement. In this
article by introducing Fuzuli and stating common and suitable grounds
for the acquaintance of Bidel with him and his works, especially

! Doctoral candidate, Yazd university, Yazd, Iran (Corresponding Author);
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Abstract

The Mystical Journey may be considered as the most important
element of mysticism and its distinguishing factor against all other
knowledge systems. Accordingly, this issue has always been at the
focus of attention among mystics, and therefore, a large part of
mystical texts have been dedicated to explaining how TheJourney
takes place. The existence of various plans for stages and habitations
of The Journey indicates the presence of traditions, schools,
educational systems and various mystical experiences in Islamic
mysticism. Thus, the analysis of the theoretical and intellectual
foundations of the mystics on the perfection course plays a very
important role in understanding these topics. Aziz ibn Muhammad
Nasafi, as a creative and innovative mystic in theological, ontological
and anthropological matters, has provided significant standpoints
about The Journey. In this article, we review and analyze the
mentioned standpoints and clarify Nasafi's intellectual foundation on
The Journey of Perfection. Although Nasafi has provided several
plans for The Journey, the foundation of all these plans is based on
two pillars: (a) attention to the seeker's inside; (b) attention to the
seeker's outside. In addition, "changing the potentials into action" is of
particular importance for reaching perfection.

Keywords: Aziz Nasafi, Islamic Mysticism, Perfection Course, The
Journey, The Way.
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scope of the cognitive level overcomes on an emotive level in
Ruzbehan's language. The relationship between perception and two
operating positions, namely context of perception and mentality
(belief and tastes) makes the process of narrating the observations
slow, and so prepares the way to create the poetic images. The
semiosis indicates the importance of corpse in process of mystical
perception and leads to a creative deviation in language of Ruzbehan.

Keywords: corpse, perception, tension, vision, semiosis, semiotics.
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Abstract

According to the perceptual theory of Greimas, formal elements of
discourse refer to a content which has no example in the semiotic level
of the natural world, and so it could be assumed that there is a
reciprocal relation between language and perception of the world.
What makes this relation possible is the presence of a medium, named
corpse. Hence, we recognize (a) the process of semiosis issue from a
linguistic system; (b) we apprehend the perception which is formed by
a sensitive reaction into the phenomenon of the natural world.
Structural schema of "perception" gives meaning to visual objects. A
relation between subject and exterior context takes place through the
process of this act of perception. This article intends to describe the
ambivalent situation of "perception" in performing apocalyptical
events of Ruzbehan. The results confirm that based on generating
extension and intension and during the mystical experiences, the
author creates a tension in his language. This Tension is composed of
two levels: first, the cognitive level and then, the emotive one.
Because of the ambiguity and breadth of the mystical experiences, the

! Assistant Professor, University of Isfahan (Corresponding Author); r.hojatizadeh@]tr.ui.ac.
% Assistant Professor, University of Isfahan; e.sayedan@ltr.ui.ac.
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through the stages of the heroic secret school is raised to the position
of the goddess and Great Mother's womb. Rabai displayed two
different and even contradictory characters in this pattern and in her
female dutifulness. She is a combination of virginity and fertility.
Rabai is both, the virgin and the mother ofsome great men such as
Hassan Basri, al-Hallaj. Also, she is both minstrel and mystic who
poured the love into the corpus of the ascetic mysticism throughthe
expression of her feminine side. Despite all her lenity and kindness,
Rabaiis strictly fearsome and notorious. After passing the ritual of
initiationin moving toward the center (Kaaba) and toward achieving
equilibrium, evolution and unity, Rabaiherself turned into a center for
the mystics of her own time.

Keywords: hero, myth, god the Mother, Romantic mMysticism, Rabai
al- Adawiyya, Tazkirat al- Awliya.
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Abstract

In order to survive, the mythical concepts and notions go through
different formats throughout history. One of these realms and worlds
is the world of mysticism. The motives and common points ofthe
worlds of mythology and mysticism like:the foundation of knowledge,
interpretability, sacred time and site etc.stem the possibility of
convergence, communication and interactionbetween these two
worlds. The article in hand according to one of the focal topics of the
world of mythology, the centrality of women and ethnic mother
pattern and its semanticcorrelates, analyzes the life and characterof
Rabai al- Adawiyya who entered love into the mystical discourse. The
importance of her thought was mainly on account of her approach
towards the object of love and passion in contrary withausterity-
andascetic way of life. This study attempts to clarify this character's
archetype deep structure.The present article is based on Attar's
narration in Tazkirat al- Awliya and explains how Rabai after passing
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