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Abstract

Ontology is one of the most important topics in Islamic mysticism, which
has been considered by mystics almost from the beginning of mystical
writing. Each of the prominent mystic writers, based on his own observation,
revelation, and experience, has explained the order of the system of
existence and matters related to ontology. Among these mystics are Imam
Muhammad al-Ghazzali and Baha'-i Walad who were great Islamic mystics
of the fifth and sixth centuries. This research has studied the most important
ontological topics in the works of these two mystics through analytical-
descriptive and comparative methods. God, the universe, and human beings
and their related issues are the three main tenets of ontology; important
ontological issues related to them in the works of these mystics have been
clarified and discussed for the first time in this study. According to the
results, although the ontological terminologies share the same lexis, they
differ in meaning in some sciences, such as science of discourse. The
monotheistic view of both mystics is close to the concept of the unity of
existence, and there are differences in the order and number of levels of
existence in the works of both mystics.
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Abstract

The storytelling tradition (Naghali) in its specific sense had probably existed
in Iran several hundred years before the Safavid rule, but the period of real
popularity of Naghali dates back to the Safavid era. Naghali was divided into
different types of reading off the screen or curtain such as: Parde-khani,
Hamzeh-khani, Shamayel-khani, Sourat-khani, Ghavvali and Rozeh-khani;
however, the most important and attractive type of Naghali could be the
narration of Shahnameh and epic stories. Although the roots of such Naghali
stories (narration of Shahnameh and heroic stories) come from the traditions
and narrations of ancient Persian heroism, their main and obvious
characteristic is being influenced by the beliefs, convictions, and values of
the storytellers and the audience of such narrations. Among these beliefs and
values are the teachings of Sufism, which due to the prevalence of Sufism in
the Safavid and Qajar eras (Naghali narration period), and more importantly,
the narration of such stories by dervishes of Ajam and Khaksariyeh sects,
they have entered the narrative/Naghali texts of Shahnameh. By examining
the written narrations, one can clearly see the influence of the traditions and
elements of Sufi literature on them; Traditions and elements such as wearing
a dervish clothing, repentance, asceticism, austerity, voluntary death, and
various miracles by some epic heroes and kings.

Keywords: Narration (Naghali), Sufi literature, Ajam dervishes,
Khaksariyeh.
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Abstract

“Islam” (Submission to be a Muslim), “Faith”, and “lhsan” (goodness) are
the three main dimensions of worldly and other-worldly life. The evidence
for this trinity is a hadith known as the hadith of Gabriel, which indicates
that Islam implies outward deeds; faith denotes inward deeds, and Ihsan
means observation. Accordingly, the faithful are Muslims and the people of
Ihsan are Muslims and faithful. Although some Sufis have interpreted Islam
and faith and sometimes lhsan, Khwaja Yusuf Hamadani (1048-1140 AD)
has a special view on these categories and is the first person who extensively
included this trilogy in his two works; First, in Rotbat al-Hayat and then, in
Al-kashf an Manazil al-Saerin elallah. Al-kashf (No. 438 Nafiz Pasha lib.) is
the most detailed work of Khwaja Yusuf that has not been published yet. We
tried to extract and examine his views based on a newly-found manuscript of
this book. In this article, we have shown what a special view Khwaja Yusuf
had on this trinity, and how he unprecedentedly explicated the trend of
spiritual transcendence by man in these stages. From this perspective, man
moves from the level of Islam to faith and then to Thsan, and eventually, he
reaches the stage of observation which Khwaja calls spiritual freedom and
liberty.
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Abstract

Mystical experiences, which are also referred to as “religious experiences”,
are obtained in the form of non-acquired and direct knowledge through self-
cultivation, meditation, and negation of thoughts within the framework of
religious rules and teachings. The main factor in the occurrence of these
experiences is the removal of physical veils from the eyes of the mystic.
"Indescribability”, '"passive state", "epistemological quality", and
"transience" have been mentioned as common features of most of these
experiences. This research, by adopting a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on ideational metafunction in Halliday’s functional approach, has
comparatively examined the ways of presenting details in the textual context
of Sufi mystical experiences in the selected texts of revelation and intuition
school. Each of Sufis, in the position of "experiencer", under the domination
of one of language functions, has directly or indirectly represented their
mystical experiences in different states, including waking, sleeping, and a
state between sleep and waking. "Details or contextual elements" as one of
the sub-elements of the sentence, play a prominent role in transferring the
author's thought to the audience, depicting the context of experiences, and
involving the audience in the flow of the narrative. Most of these
experiences were written based on the request of a group of disciples from
Sufi elders. Hence, it seems that in the process of writing these experiences,
what is important in the first place is "the audience's viewpoint on the text";
in the next stages, factors such as "content and stages of experiences" and "
narrative point of view" have great effect on how these elements are used.
The authors' method of presenting details directly affects how language
processes are utilized in the narration of mystical experiences; in the sense
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that some processes have more potential to express details. Compared to
relational processes, material and mental processes provide the author with
more opportunities to present the details of events. In the textual context of
mystical texts of the revelation and intuition school, among the functions of
language, the "persuasive role" and '"referential role" are the most
determining factors in the way of representing mystical experiences and
presenting their details.

Keywords: The texts of Revelation and Intuition school, Sufi mystical
experiences, Ideational metafunction, Methods of presenting details.
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Abstract

"Hymn" in Masnavi has an esoteric meaning on the one hand, and an artistic
role, on the other hand, which chiefly explains the themes and concepts of
the stories. Rumi, in order to express mystical points and to complete his
inner thoughts, considers the use of hymn as an effective way to explain the
mystical themes of the stories. It should be known which purposes of
mystical speech Rumi intends to achieve by using hymns. Accordingly,
investigating the role of hymn and its function for a better understanding of
the foundations of Masnavi aesthetics, explicating Rumi's mystical views
using the interpretative approach of story’s symbolic meanings, and
explaning the way of expansion of its concepts according to the rhetorical
potential of this literary genre, are the main objectives of the present
research. This article, through applying a descriptive method and using
content analysis and criticism of research components, evaluates Masnavi
hymns in relation to the content of its stories. The results of the research
show that prayers change the field of Masnavi aesthetics to a great extent
and its use not only expands Rumi's mental findings in new meanings and
forms, but also clearly interprets the symbolic and ambiguous concepts of
the story based on it.

Keywords: Emotional language of Rumi, Masnavi’s hymn, Symbolic
concepts, Interpretation.
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Abstract

The Manichaean and Mazdakites influenced the ideas succeeding them.
Expressing objection to the cruel kings’ oppression and injustice in society
was one of the prominent features of some Mystic and Sufi sects. In this
research, by studying the Zoroastrian and Manichaean literature and Islamic
era texts, the origin of oppression-resistance of some Sufi discourses was
detected and analyzed critically. This study is based on Laclau and Mouffe’s
(1985) discourse theory. The common supposition in Islamic era (especially
in Abbasid Caliphate) was that the movements against Baghdad Caliphate
had roots in the ideologies of the Manichaean and Mazdakites. This
institution of power, in its process of suppressing opponents and accusing
them of “heresy”, often ascribed them to two sects loathed by the
Zoroastrians (i.e., the Manichaean and Mazdakites). It seems that in the
written documents, the depiction and narration of the methods of suppressing
and punishing mystic rioters bore a striking resemblance to those deployed
for murdering the followers of Mazdak and Mani in the Sassanid era. It is
clarified in this research that the nodal point of the movements against
Sassanid Empire and Abbasid Caliphate was “moral corruption” and “non-
adherence” to religious beliefs; however, these anti-government discourses
apparently highlighted “justice” as the “empty signifier” in the society.

Keywords: Political Sufism, Discourse theory, Mani, Mazdak, Islamic
mysticism.
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