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Abstract

One of the most prominent works of Persian language and literature is
Nizami’s Makhzan al-Asrar, which can be studied as an open source
text. This work, as the name implies and as the poet declares, is the
source of divine secrets and mysteries, and contains elements and
sections that could be understood only by thinking beyond the surface
meaning and discovering the archetypal symbols and themes. One of
the most important and complex parts of Makhzan al-Asrar is the part
that Nizami describes his two states of seclusion and their fruitful
results. The purpose of this research is to analyze the symbolism of this
part; a true and accurate understanding of which unravels many
mysteries of Makhzan al-Asrar, on the one hand, and aids the audience
to appreciate the symbolic concepts of other poems of Nizami, on the
other hand. Findings of this library-oriented research reveal that the
dual states of seclusion by Nizami unveil the real events which
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happened to him; through which he encountered archetypal symbols

such as paradise, Anima, heart, wind, old-wise, shadow and the like,
and experienced a spiritual and inner rejuvenation resulted from his
deep musings.

Keywords: Nizami Ganjavi, Makhzan al-Asrar, Dual states of
seclusion, Process of psychic individuality.



