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Abstract
Theory of atomism is resulted from the inquiries made by the
philosophers of ancient Greece as well as scholars such as Leucippus
and Democritus who developed it. In this paper, one of Attar's central
thoughts, that is thinking about the atoms and their secrets, has been
analyzed, and atom is compared with the theories of the ancient Greek
philosophers and scientists. Next, the philosophical-mystical idea of
the macrocosm within the microcosm is studied. Moreover, along with
presenting a re-reading of atom in Attar's poetry with regard to its
relation to the poet's mystical teachings, its evolution to the world of
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science is also investigated. According to the results, in spite of his
renunciation of the Greek philosophy in his works, Attar has a lot in
common with them when it comes to atoms. At first glance, the
confrontation of the atom and the sun manifestly demonstrates the idea
of change and transformation, that is the primary objective of mystical
guidance and nurture, to the mystical travelers (salek), and in higher
stages, offers teachings such as the existence of the macrocosm within
the microcosm, unity of being, and the cessation of oneself in God, to
the disciples as the ultimate goal of mystical training. The
aforementioned descriptions also contain instructions such as
movement, astonishment, knowledge, etc. The atom and its
characteristics have been used as the poet's materials for describing the
stations (manazel) of the road (suluk), and have paved the way for
facilitating the teaching of high mystical teachings, and in addition to
strengthening the poet's imagination, have prepared a suitable
opportunity for him to create symbols and allegories. Atom, in Attar's
poetry, is the mystical traveler's path as well as the symbol of the
microcosm.

Keywords: Attar, Atom, Macrocosm and Microcosm, Physics,
Mysticism.





